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& If thou haſt heard a Word, let it die with thee ; and be 
4 bold, it will not burſt thee. A Fool travaileth with a 
& Word as a Woman in Labour of a Child ; as an 
& Arrow that flicketh in a Man's Thigh, fo ts a Word 


« within a Fool's 5 Bal.” t EcCcLUus. xix. 
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Rational Reflections, &c. 


H IN G, with ſome degree of painful ſen- 
ſibtlity, obſerved the prevalent depravity, 
forrowfully manifeſt among the ſeveral claſf-s of 
proſeſſing Chriſtians, in calumniating and leſſening . 
the character of each other, to the great hurt of 
charity and brotherly love; concerning which 
practice there cannot any reaſonable excuſe be 
made but that of cuſtom, however improperly 
adopted, ſince we muſt all allow defamation of any 
kind is not only unwarrantable from the principles 
ol the goſpel, but is deſtruttive of peace and focial 
friendfhip.. I have ventured to pen down a few 
reflections for the reader's conſideration ; not pre- 
ſuming to- become his dictator, but ſubmitting the 
ſentiments to his candid inquiry. — If my feeble . 
endeavors are bleſſed with the deſired ſucceſs, this 
recompence alone for the ſmall labor I have taken 
will be amply lufficient; for herein the ſcribe not. 
only wiſhes to bear the reader company, but hum- 
bly hopes he hath a ſincere inclination to reduce 
the ſame to practice. 23 

As the ſubject appears ſo comprehenſive, and, 
in my opinion, importantly interefling, it is, I can 
truly ſay, my ardent deſire that ſome better hand 
may be inclined to enter into it more minutely ; 
but in the mean time permit me to ſay a ſew words, 
though conveyed in an- uneonnected and broken 
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way: which may induce, perhaps, another to come 
torward, and more fully to proſecute ſo laudable 
an undertaking. | 

That we are dependant beings, and accountable 

to the LoxD our Redeemer, and of conſequence 

| bound in every part of our conduct to keep his 
3 commandments, during our exiſtence in a mutable 
fate, there are few, I believe, will attempt to 
refute, Hence we muſt conclude, that free- will, 

mercifully given to man, was intended that he 

ſhould work whe it is called day, for the mght com- 
eli wherein no man can work, — If he doeth well 

ſhall he not be accepted? If not, In lieth at the door 

— And hence is he not rewarded alſo hereaſter, 

if faithful to that truſt wherewith he is now in- 

veſted, and diligently keeps the commandments ? 
on the contrary, does not the abuſe hereof natu- 

rally incur puniſhment, as a conſequence of dif- 

obedience ? Becauſe in proportion as man forſakes 
An ſor the love of truth, in the ſame proportion is 
regeneration begun and carried on in his foul, until 
the LoRD purifies and prepares it for life eternal. 

For thts 15.life eternal to know thee the only true God, 
and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. The know- 

ledge of Go. is plain to waomſoever he is thus 

revealed; without which, as the ſacred ſcriptures 

declare, no man can know him. Thou haſt been 
faithful over a few things, 1 will make thee ruler over 

many. c 55 | 1% inert 
Much has been written on religious ſubjecte, 
and various diſtinctions of doctrine are received 
| among divided ſects; but it is evident, there is but 
| . one faith, one LoRD, one baptiſm, one univerſal 
churcb, which is the pillar and ground of truth, 
and this is LOVE, — And unleſs — be the foun- 
dation of what we believe, it is alſo evident, we 
. are yet ſtrangers to the true church, andthe bap- 
" ti{m 


the ſame to them. But unleſs we prop 


\ 
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tiſm of Chriſt, So he that dwelleth in love dwelleth. 
en God, and God in him. And hence are we mem- 
bers of the true church, and members of the body 
of Chriſt. This was the end and defign of the Fa- 


ther in ſending his Son, (who was in the Father; 


he that ſeeth me feeth the Father;) for to as 


many as received him to them gave he power to be- 


come the ſons of God: But to pretend to love Gop, 


(and ſay we are his children,) whom we have not 


ſeen, and yet hate our brother, whom we have 


ſeen, is it not a contradiftion ? By this ſhall all 


men know, ſaith the bleſſed Jeſus, that ye are my 


diſciples, if ye love one another. 


The inimitable precepts which were given in 


that prepared body, by the LoRD our Redeemer, 


who, it is evident, is the great Fehovah, are full of 
wiſdom and love; one of which let me now revive, . 


I mean the ſubjett of equity; to which if we fully 
take heed, every other good will follow. Mato 


ever ye would that men fhould do unto v, ye +. 


ei gh F 
this matter, in the balance of equity, h ran it 
be poſſible to attend, with pute and fincere hearts, 
the. warſhip of Gop, before whom our thoughts: 
are moſt affaredly open, all deſires are known, and 
from whom. no ſecrets are hid ? Is it reaſonable, 
that our trefpaſſes or fins ſhould be remitted, unleſs - 


- 


we can cheerfully cancel thoſe, which have been 
done againſt us? Forgrve us our treſpaſſes, as we 
Forge them that treſpaſs againſt us. | % 


That the parables of Chriſt are no leſs inſtructive, | 


an enlightened mind will readily own. The duty 
we owe to our neighbour, how admirably deſcribed 
in that of the good Samaritan! He#ſaw the diſtteſ- 
fed and unpitied ſtranger, he poured oil into bis 
wounds, and provided him wherewith to be helped, 
he alſo promiſed io pay his ſuture demands, In 
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rebuke to an inquiſitive profeſſor, Go, ſays Jeſus, 
and do thou likewiſe. In other words, thus have I 
taught thee thy own duty. Whom doſt thou call his 
neigbbour ? The reply is obvious; not the heedlels 
high profeſſing paſſengers, but he, who had com- 
paſſion on him, was his. neighbour. Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf, was another great 
command, | : 

Whatever we may ſuppoſe of our attainments, 
for it is no breach of charity, I conceive, to aſſert 
that there is a great deal of ſound without life, 
however advanced or diſtinguiſhed we are in the 
ſight of man; is it ſafe to imagine we are truly the 
Jollowers af the humble and ſelf-denying Jeſus, 
unleſs we are daily taking up the croſs, denying 

ſelf, without which, he expreſsly declares, we are 

not his diſciples, and keeping his commandments ? 

And can it be reaſonable to preſume we are Chriſ- 
-tians, and under the ſpecial notice and regard of 
the Lok p, while we are breaking his laws; for is 
zit not written to this effect, if we are guilty in one 
font, we are ltkewnſe guilty in the whole? 

- Becauſe we are preſerved from notorious and 
wicked offences, and ſuch as are odious among 
men, which. is a great ſavor, I hope it is not im- 
pertinent to ohſerve, this may be done from vari- 
ous impure motives, but unleſs the heart and 
tongue, being defiled, are allo made pure, we ſhall 
- attain no further than what was predicated of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, the righteouſneſs of whom 
will be found unavailable ; for except our righteou/- 
neſs exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
i Pharaſees, we can in no wiſe enter the kingdom of 
God.  Doubileſs i they preſumed on a moral exter- 
nal religion and rectitude; but this, whilſt de- 
pended on, is more dangerous, we are told, hay 
* © II es i „the 
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the Nate of publicans and harlots; to whom, if pe- 


nitent, the Goſpel of glad tidings 1s preached. 

But to come at the knowledge of a lamented 
truth, and on which account theſe lines were 
adduced, requires no depth of learning or human 
ſagacity ; neither are curious refinements of wit 
or philoſophy. requiſite to reſolve a fact, as oppoled 
to the precepts and doctrines of Chriſt, as it is 
injurious to our ſpecies as men; I mean what is 
vulgarly called BACKBITING. But as it is wrong, 

and permit me to term the practice antichriſtian, 
ſo is it equally unfair and ungenerous. And may 
we not juſtly conclude, that the willing ſlaves to 
tale-bearing and detraclion, though ſometimes from 
ſpecious pretences, forfeit every claim to the cha- 
rafter of Chriſtian, when neighbourly love is 
- hereby totally quenched ? For what can inflame 
che heart with prejudice, and deſtroy the tender 
impreſſions of virtue and quietude more, than a 
propenſity to detraction? With what conſcious 


ſelf-condemning feelings is a mind, not loft to re- 


morſe, affected, ſubſequent to an altercation upon 
the defects and failings of an abſent fellow-crea- 
ture? How pooily is that time ſpent, in an em- 
ployment replete with ſervility and odious con- 
tempt? Did not the Divine and Mercitul: Being 
give us rational faculties for nobler purpoſes than 
to abuſe them in. practices ſo repugnant to the 
feelings of men? With what: cheerfulneſs has he 
2 bleſſings on the ſincere? but, alas! 
ave we not reaſon to tremble leſt this language 
ſhould be reverſed ? All mankind ſhall know thati/ 
.am-he which ſearcheth the retirs and hearts; and I 
— unto every one of . you according to your 
WOT RS, En [1 Is 
 Being.ſometimes drawn unawares into the lifts 
ol our modern inueſtigators, a latent ſting has been 


hence 
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hence incurred, which, if the mind'by repetitions, 
in ſuch ſel} important actions is not already ren- 
dered callous to conviction, I will venture to aſſert 
has an indubitable evincing proof of guilt within 
itlelfl. Hence ſelf accuſation for its fancied objec- 
tions to another's defects, hereby incurring the 
juſt reproofs of an in ward monitor, the Spirit of. 
Chriſt, the light of the world, which loudly pro- 
claims, I have ſinned in traducing an innocent and: 
abſent perfan.: tt .:.:; | vt y 

Beſides, bow. laſt to rationality muſt any man 
be, to:countenance that conduct, and deem it pro- 
per, Which leſs refined nations will ever condemn. 
as deteſtable ? Suppoſe an utter ſtranger to the 
purity of our bleſſed LoxD's precepts ſhould com- 
pare theſe with the practice of many of his profeſ- 
Jed followers, might we not conclude, his query 
would run thus, — “ And are theſe Chriſlians, 
ho are commanded to love one another?”  _- 
I be cuſtom and habit of backbrtzng and detraction 
is grown ſo prevalent, what company, whether 
males or- females, whether numerous or more 
ſelett, but the proud dittates of creaturely-ſelf is 
uppermaſt? And: how lamentably few who are 
-diicouraging the ſame, bearing a teſtimony againſt. 
the parties, and, as. far as tis right, vindicating the 
abſent. Muſt we not then fairly conclude, the 
command of Chriſt, watck and. pray, teſt ye enter 
into temptation, is little regarded and leſs approved, 

or ſhould we be ſo foohſhly infatuated ? A pious 
woman once ſaid, + The character of every one 
is ſaſe with me.“ x 
Without doubt there. is an all-ſeeing, diſcrimi- 
mating, eternal Being, who views and: knows the 
actions of his creatures; or ſhould we have been 
avld, that our hairs are numbered, that a_fparrow 
cannot /all.uuthout his gotice, and that for every _ 

| | war 
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word we muſt give an account at the day of judgment ? 
The royal prophet was too noble, and was filled 
with more divine ſentiments, than to difown' ſo 
ſolemn a truth; not being aſhamed to acknow- 
ledge, in his pathetic ejaculation, Thou art about my 
-bed, and about my path, and ſpieſt out all my ways. 
Hence may we not infer, that as the premiſed 
practice is ſinſul, and known to the LORD our 
preſerver; ſo is it not the language of impudence 

and inſincerity? Beſides which, is it not evident] 
- oppoſed to peace, virtue, and ſociability; not ſel- 
dom originating in falſe confidences and ill 
grounded friendſhips ? 
Among the numerous votaries to tale. bearing, 
Sc. the betray ers how often betrayed! — © I have 
a ſecret — pray don't mention it.“ This is, no 
doubt, promiſed; but growing too big with the 
wonderful diſcloſure, the tale is carried to a third, 
and hence the town clamours with the calumny; 
— but 1s this pouring oil into the wound ? What 
character in turn will not Malevolence attack? = 
A B and CD have this or that failing; the ſubje&t 
ſwells to multiplied comments and digreſſions, not 
to ſay, with falſe or inſidious interpretations. © But 


* 


is E F ſure that A B is ſuch a criminal? Has he 


-inquired into all the merit? „No; but my friend 
tells me ſo; — he heard it at G H's; — I can believe 
him ſurely.” — But ſuppoſe this friend is a worſe 
charatter? And ſuppole a miſunderſtanding to 
happen about the colour of a butterfly, whether 
it is white, yellow, or brown? My friend is pre- 
judiced; but the cauſe does not appear, — © How- 
ever he is a bad man; this I am ſure of; there are 
proofs of it.” But I K is more ſhrewd ; he drops 
alf ſentences, ſhat:es his head, ſhrugs up his 
ſhoulder,” ah poor creature] and like the arrow 
ſhot in the night, {peaks in this equivocal way, 
Oy wounding 


| 10 ) 
wounding as very ſwords; and in which ſenſe may 
it not be ſaid, e poiſon of 27. is under his lips ? 
This is truly a refined way of modern inveſtiga- 
tion; and how much deeper in ns evil tendency, 
4 ſhall leave my reader to judge. — Allied to which 
is there not another ſpecies of equal enormity ? — 
L M fancies he has large diſcernment from appeat- 
ances, — he venturouſly pronounces judgment from 
feeling, in which he is ſure he is not deceived; 
no, beeauſe his fellow mortals deem his judgment 
Jo ſound, he fondly imagines. his diſcriminations 
are oracley of truth, to which. inferior beings mult 
bow down; and yet this ſame proud /el/, is it not 
too incautious of examining into the cauſe? Is it not 
too jealous of its own honour and dignity to be 
thus called in queſtion reſpecting its poor infalli- 
bility? And is it not ſo inured to meanneſs, it no 
longer regards litile matters of conſcience ? No 
Jonger impliaitly attends to the plain dictates of 
aath, during che reveries of a ſelſ. created fancy ? 
Would not L M rather be deceived? 
And yet doſt thou call or term thyſelf a believer 
in him who commands / thou haſt ought againſt 
thy brother, go and tell it him between him and thee 
alone, and of hie repents thou haſt gained thy bro- 
ther; if not, take with thee one or two more, &c.— 
Like unto which was that injunction of the holy 
and inſpired apoſtle, directing the believers, Ye 
that are ſpiritual, reſlore ſuck a one tn the ſpirit 
meekneſs, conſidering left thou thyſelf fhouls" be alſo 
ſempie d. And when there is ſuch a caſe, how 
truly admirable to imitate the .gcod Samaritan ; 
Hence wilt thou do to another what thou would 
another ſhould do alſo to thee, loving bim as 
If we trace the evil of tale. bearing and detras- 
Bon tu us firſt polluted ſpring and ſource, ſhall we 


not 
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not too often find it proceeds from an invidious 
diſpoſition, - envying the happineſs of another; 
applicable to the ſerpent ſeeking the deſtruction of 
the bleſſed pair in Paradiſe; or which is ſimilar, 
againſt. which the law of charity is utterly oppoſed, 
a ſecret ſelf-pleaſing lodgment remains in the de- 
prove of that heart prone to defamation, ſtimu. 
lating it to rejoice in iniquity; and becauſe there 
are inward enormities unmortified, there is alſo a 
pleaſarit regaling on the weakneſs of an unhappy 
and tempted ſou] ? But how fallen, how degraded, 
muſt that man be, who can delight in any thing 
but the truth. On the contrary, will not a good 
man be grieved when a mind varies from the paths 
of virtue and piety ; and therefore ſincerely pity, 
the offender, in language to this effect. — 1 
might have fallen had I been ſo tempted; I have 
therefore nothing to rejoice in but the love and 
mercy of GoD my Redeemer and Preſerver, hav- 
ing an unwearied adverſary to encounter, who is 
able not only to attack me as a roaring lion, but 
as transformed angel of light.” — He that thinketh 
he landet take heed leſt he fall. 

It would be a taſk indeed, and greatly exceed 
my preſent bounds, to anſwer all the objections of 
thoſe, whoſe inclinations are turned to the fide of 
rale bearing and detraction; the chief of which, I 
ſuppoſe, will be, — © If then this is hurtful and 
ſinful, how muſt we ſpend our time.” — This ob- 
jeclion, I think, anſwers itſelf; if there is no em- 
ployment proper for thee, would it not be better 
if rationality were ſuſpended ? Shall we do evil 
becauſe our time fits heavy? Here is a plain proof 
of a guilty ſoul, who, without repentance, muſt 
have every _—_ evidence, if the ſcriptures are 
true, that this is a dangerous condition; for what 


are the advantages of rationality if not otherwiſe 
8 exerciſed ? 


ne: 

exerciſed? Will not the curtain of life he ſpeedily: 
drawn ? And happineſs or-miſery be our eveflaſting 
exiſtence ? To improve, therefore, in that in which 
there are durable riches, pleaſure, and honour, : 
how much more deſirable than tale-bearing and. 
U ww ln on no ni | ; 
 . To conclude: are there not many who: will join 
me in heart, if poſſible io perſuade if but one indi- 
vidual, from a practice fo hateful; as already deſ- 
cribed? And will they not alſo ſubſcribe, He that. 
ruleth his tongue ſhall live without ſtrife, and he that 
hateth babling ſhall have leſs evil. Eccles. Err 
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